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Language teacher education contexts present many opportunities for social and
professional interaction for those who engage in it. Feedback on teaching practice
(TP) is an obvious example, and is the focus of the first part of this talk as it an
integral and fundamental part of the vast majority of teacher education
programmes. Unfortunately, research and discussion around the nature of feedback
and its very many complex issues are still in their infancy, not least because it often
remains a ‘behind closed doors’ activity. The talk will begin with an overview of the
literature that does exist in an attempt to raise some of the important
considerations for the feedback context, such as, expectations, anxiety, conflicting
agendas, facilitator roles, skills, attributes and behaviours. In particular, it will
examine corpus discourse data from the feedback context to uncover and critically
describe what actually takes place during such exchanges. Some issues will be raised
and realistic suggestions for changes in professional practices centred on the role of
the tutor and the expectations of the student teacher will be outlined.
In the second part of the talk, I will move to a discussion of other types of reflective
activities conducted in on-line contexts (blogs, chat, discussion fora) and the ways in
which student teachers engage with each other and with tutors in these contexts.
Having presented a generic corpus-based description of such interactions, an
examination of student teacher narratives will trace the ways in which teacher
identity is constructed through the use of blogs in particular.
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